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SPORDEX 2000 - Et togt med
missiltorpedobaden Sehested.
Farvel til Willemoes-klassen.

Soren Norby & Anders Olsen

Missiltorpedobaden P546 RODSTEEN. Foto: Orlogsnuiseet.

Siden slutningen af det 19. drhundrede
har torpedobéde spillet en vigtig rolle
i den danske flide. Udviklingen af tor-
pedoen begyndte i 1860'erne og snart
derefter opstod torpedobiden som

vabengren. Det danske forsvar var hur-
tig til at se fordelene ved disse sma
hurtige — og billige — fartgjer, og den
fgrste torpedobad indgik i flidens tal i
1879. Fra da af var torpedobade en
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central bestanddel af flidens materiel
indtil udfasningen af Willemoes-klas-
sen i ar 2000.

1 1999 indgik Socialdemokratiet, Radi-
kale, Konservative, Venstre, CD og
Kristeligt Folkeparti et forsvarsforlig
gieldende indtil 2004. Forsvarsordning
indeholdt mange initiativer til en om-
legning af det danske forsvar fra et
"neerforsvar” til et forsvar, der kan bi-
drage til sikring af bredt formulerede
sikkerhedspolitiske interesser — ogsa
langt fra Danmarks graenser. En af for-
ligets konsekvenser var udfasning af
den danske flades ti missiltorpedobide
af Willemoes-klassen og to tankfartg-
jer af Faxe-klassen. Udfasningen hav-
de til formél at give plads for bygning
af nye og langt stgrre skibe med pri-
mere opgaver i internationalt sam-
menheng.

Med Willemoes-klassen forsvandt tor-
pedobddsvibenet som en selvstendig
vibengren. Deres opgaver er nu over-
taget af Standard Flex skibene, der
som kampskib er udstyret med bade
torpedoer, kanon og missiler.

Denne artikel er en Kort gennemgang
af Willemoes-klassens historie og en
beskrivelse af en typisk pvelsessejlads
med en af flidens nu hedengangne en-
heder.
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Willemoes-klassen

Willemoes-klassen blev bestilt og byg-
get, mens den kolde krig endnu rasede.
I en krigssituation var (og er) den dan-
ske flades opgave “ar hindre eller
hamme fjenden i at benytte havet som
transportvej ved at bekempe fjendilige

fladestyrker og invasionsfartgjer under
; 2 y ]

angreb mod dansk omrdde™ (1).

Til denne opgave var Willemoes-klas-
sens enheder serdeles velegnet. Enhe-
derne blev alle bygget pa Frederiks-
havn Verft, hvor kontrakten pa otte —
senere havet til ti — bade blev under-
skrevet i marts 1972. De nye enheder
skulle aflgse de seks wldre torpedo-
bide af Flyvefisken-klassen og tilfgre,
torpedobadseskadren moderne fartgjer.
egnet til tjeneste ind i det neste drtu-
sinde.

Det fgrste skib, WILLEMOES, opkaldt
efter helten fra 1801 og klassens nav-
nefader, blev sgsat i 1975, og det sid-
ste i rekken hejste kommando i 1978.
Skibene var bygget i stil, hver pd ca.
250 tons, og bevaebnet med en 76 mm.
Oto Melara kanon og 4 torpedorgr. De
to aglerste rer blev i 1978 demonteret
for at give plads til 2 affyringsramper
til i alt 8 Harpoon-missiler (2). Det er
veerd at bemarke, at Willemoes-klas-
sen kun manglede Sea Sparrow-missi-
lerne for at have samme kampstyrke
som de noget stgrre korvetter af Niels
Juel-klassen. Som luftforsvar havde
Willemoes-klassen 76 mm. kanonen,



der kunne bruges mod bade s@- og
luftmdl. Luftforsvaret blev omkring
1992 forgget med Stinger-missiler.
Skibene havde en topfart pd ca. 40
knob. Det var sakaldte "hit-and-run”
skibe, der var fremdrevet af 3 Rolls
Royce gasturbiner og i ly af mgrke el-
ler lav sigtbarhed hurtigt kunne nd ma-
let, affyre torpedoer eller missiler og
sa hurtigt komme vk igen. Besw®t-
ningen var pa 6 officerer og 19 besat-
ningsmedlemmer.

Deres karakteristiske grgnne bemaling
skyldtes at skibene var beregnet til at
operere tet ved kysten, hvor farven bi-
drog til at vanskeligggre optisk malop-
klaring fra en evt. modstanders side.

SPORDEX 2000
Dokumenteringen

1 forbindelse med udfasningen af
Willemoes-klassen besluttede Orlogs-
museet, pa foranledning af chefen for
4. Eskadre, Kommandgr N. Borek, at
gennemfore en dokumentering af far-
tojerne. Arbejdet skulle omhandle ba-
de fartgjerne som vabenplatforme og
som arbejdspladser, og i dagene 21 —
24 marts 2000 blev denne artikels for-
fattere sendt med missiltorpedobaden
SEHESTED pa ovelsen SPORDEX
2000.

Selve pvelsen var et firedags togt rundt
i farvandet nord for Sjelland. Pa dette
tidspunkt var kun to af Willemoes-
klassens ti fartgjer endnu i aktiv tjene-
ste, og SEHESTED skulle det meste af
pvelsen sejle sammen med RODSTEEN,
det andet fartgj i tjeneste (3).

Undervejs i gvelsen skulle nesten alle
fartpjets vabensystemer afprgves, og
der var lagt en klar tidsplan for, hvor-
nar SEHESTED skulle affyre torpedoer,
skyde med kanon og Sea-chaff (missil-
forsvar) og udlegge miner.

Normalt skulle SEHESTED have en 24
mands bes®tning, men pga. klassens
forestdende udfasning, var bes@tnin-
gen pd denne tur kun pa 20 mand. Bl.a.
skibets nestkommanderende var under
omskoling til fladens andre fartgjer.
Bes@tningen var en blanding af kon-
stabler og viernepligtige, og bestod for
SEHESTEDs vedkommende kun af
mzend, mens der paA RODSTEEN var en
enkelt kvinde blandt bes®tningen.

SPORDEX 2000 startede med en pa-
rade, hvorunder Kommandgr Borck,
den davzrende chef for 4. Eskadre,
briefede eskadren om den forestdende
gvelse. Derudover gjorde han opmerk-
som pa, at gvelsen faldt pa datoer af
betydning for den danske flade. Iser d.
22. marts var en ma&rkedag, som man
skulle huske, nar man sejlede i omra-
det omkring Sjellands Odde, da det er
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Udleegning af miner. Foto: Orlogsmuseet.
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terfolgende sttes i land via deres
medbragte gummibéde ud for Tisvilde.
En sidan opgave gennemfgres jevn-
ligt, og iswr Sgvernets Frgmandskorps
gjorde af og til brug af Willemoes-
klassen, som et led i uddannelsen af
nye “frger”, hvor de bl.a. trenede i at
springe i vandet under forlegning ved
fart op til 30 knob. Mens vi forlagde til
Tisvilde fik alle soldaterne en grundig
rundvisning i skibet.

KI. 2115 blev soldaterne sat i vandet
500-1000 meter fra land ud for Tisvil-
de og efter at alle var kommet vel i bi-
dene, satte SEHESTED 0g RODSTEEN
kurs mod torpex-omridet. Denne gang
lykkedes det at affyre begge torpedoer,
men torpedo nr. 2 gik desvierre til
bunds, og det tog adskillige timer for-
end det lykkedes at genfinde den. Her-
efter satte bide RODSTEEN og SEHE-
STED kurs mod SKINFAXE, hvor vi til-
bragte resten af natten og fik fyldt vo-
res brendstoftanke.

SPORDEX’s tredje dag startede med
en @gvelse, hvor SEHESTED og ROD-
STEEN eskorterede mineleggeren
LINDORMEN. Begge skibe li ca. 1 km.
pé hver side af LINDORMEN og sejlede
15-20 knob. Det var en meget ruti-
neprieget gpvelse. Da den var vel over-
stdet, blev det besluttet at droppe den
efterfglgende minegvelse. Bes®tnin-
gen og iswer officererne havde pga. den
forsvundne torpedo ikke fiet serlig

Tvsk Tornado F3. Foto: Orlogsmuseer.

megen sgvn, og det blev besluttet at
forlegge til Hundested, for at give be-
setningen mulighed for at fi et par G-
mers sgvn inden nattens gvelser.

Krigsspil

Aftenen og natten blev brugt til et
starre krigsspil med de fleste af 2. og
4. eskadres fartgjer. Det var en taktisk
pvelse med det formdl at pve kontrol
over et bestemt farvandsomride og i
den forbindelse indsamle oplysninger
om en evt. modstanders styrke og hen-
sigter. @velsen, der fandt sted i Katte-
gat og den nordlige del af Storebelt,
var en “gemmeleg”, da det i en krigs-
situation ikke ville veere muligt at bru-
ge skibenes radar. Er en radar blot
teendt i fi sekunder, kan fjenden aflese
ens position. Derfor sejlede alle skibe-
ne med radaren slukket. Da SEHESTED
var pi samme side som MOBA (fl-
dens MObile BAse) havde vi dog den
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store fordel at modtage deres radarbil-
lede, fra en position pa land ner ky-
sten, hvor MOBA var opstillet. Der
blev lavet mange krumspring for ikke
at blive genkendt, og vi fik neste dag
at vide, at RODSTEEN havde rejst lpbet
pa kanonen, og hangt en lanterne i
toppen, sa det havde samme lanterne-
profil som en fiskekutter, og pa den
méide undgiet opdagelse.

Krigsspillet blev indledt med et angreb
fra et tysk Tornado-jagerfly, og det var
berammet til at ske kl. 1800. Igen blev
vi dog ramt af en forsinkelse, da flyet
havde problemer med at komme fra
flybasen i Tyskland, og over den inter-
ne radio lgd beskeden i stedet, at der
var mulighed for at fiske ".....krigen
starter klokken 1900!".

KI1. 1900 blev "vores" flideenhed, der
bestod af RODSTEEN, SEHESTED, mine-
leggeren LINDORMEN, korvetten PE-
DER TORDENSKIOLD plus en Standard-
Flex, udsat for det ventede angreb fra
det tyske fly.

SEHESTED blev overflgjet i lav hgjde af
Tornadoen, men efter officerernes smil
at demme, s havde SEHESTED flyet pa
kornet inden den fik ram pa os.

Resten af aftenen og den halve nat for-
lob med afvikling af den taktiske pvel-
se, hvorefter SEHESTED og RODSTEEN
lagde til ved SKINFAXE i Ebeltoft Vig.
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@velsens fjerde og sidste dag blev ind-
ledt med affyring af sea-chaff. Sea-
chaff bruges som forsvar mod missiler,
idet der skydes et antal "falske" radar-
mil ud med det formal at forvirre
modpartens radarbillede og vildlede
evt. missiler affyret mod egen enhed.
Radarmalene er lange ror fyldt med
splvpapir og lignende elementer, og
taktikken gik ud pi at SEHESTED skul-
le komme sejlende med fuld fart, hvor-
efter den stoppede hurtigt op og affy-
rede et rgr. Roret blev skudt op i ca.
150 meters hgjde, hvor det eksplo-
derede. Ud kom en kaempesky af sglv-
papir m.v.. der dekkede et stor omride
og skjulte SEHESTED fra det angribende
missils radar. Straks efter affyringen
gik Sehested igen fuld fart frem, men
pa en ny kurs, der bragte den vk fra
missilets bane. Willemoes-klassen var
den sidste af fladens enheder, der kun-
ne sejles pa "cowboy-manér". Pa fla-
dens nyere [artgjer styres motorerne
via edb, og det er computeren, der sty-
rer hvor hurtigt skibet skal sette farten
op eller ned. P4 Willemoes-klassen
havde man direkte kontrol over maski-
nen og det var derfor muligt at lave
meget korte stop og starter, hvilket var
meget ngdvendigt for de korte ma-
ngvre, som baden skulle kunne lave i
tilfelde af et missilangreb.



Farvandsovervagning

Pa vej mod Korsgr gennemforte begge
skibe farvandsovervigning, og SEHE-
STED kontrollerede omradet omkring
Kerteminde. Med 35-40 knobs fart og
en god kikkert var dette en opgave, der
blev klaret pd ingen tid.

Da vi ankom til Korsgr, blev SEHE-
STED tgmt for ammunition, og hele be-
setningen deltog efterfglgende i ren-
ggring af skibet. Derefter var der mgn-
string pa fordekket, hvor chefen kom-
menterede gvelsens forlpb, og takkede
for en god arbejdsindsats.

Sa var det weekend og alle pa nar
vagterne tog hjem.

Epilog

Officielt blev RODSTEEN udfaset 1. juli
2000, mens SEHESTED blev udfaset d.
16. september 2000 under megen ve-
modig festivitas i forbindelse med af-
holdelsen af Korsgr Flidestations 50
ars jubileum.

Willemoes-klassens endelige svane-
sang foregik 23/10 2000, hvor klassens
sidste 3 fartgjer; WILLEMOES, ROD-
STEEN og SEHESTED, i samlet formati-
on — og for fuld kraft — sejlede fra
Korsgr til Frederikshavn.

Mange kender den amerikanske film
"Ud og kere med de skgre" fra engang

i 1980'erne. I den konkurrerer en rek-
ke skgre mennesker om at komme hur-
tigst tveers over USA i det de kalder
"Cannonball-run". Denne tradition
blev overtaget af torpedobadene, hvor
eskadrens hurtigste fartgj som tegn pa
dette havde et cannonball-flag vejende
fra radarmasten. Da vi forlod Korsgr
vajede cannonball-standeren fra radar-
masten pd RODSTEEN. Inden SPOR-
DEX 2000 havde SEHESTED v:ret en
tur i dok for at fi repareret roret og fi
renset bunden, og man var derfor me-
get interesseret i et forsgg pa at fra-
vriste RODSTEEN standeren. Turen til
Frederikshavn var et 3-etapers cannon-
ball-run, men pa trods af skrap kon-
kurrence fra is®er SEHESTED bibeholdt
RODSTEEN Cannonball-standeren til
evigt gje.

I Frederikshavn skal RODSTEEN og
WILLEMOES skrottes i lgbet af 2001,
mens Sehested er blevet doneret til
Tejhusmuseet. Det er planen at skibet
til forfiret skal transporteres til Alborg
Marinemuseum, hvor det skal udstilles
pa land ved siden af ubaden SPRINGE-
REN. Planlagt dbningsdato er 1/6 2001,
hvorefter man kan komme ombord pa
skibet og selv fa en god fornemmelse
af, hvordan det var at veere dansk sg-
mand ombord pd en af den danske fla-
des mest effektive vibenplatforme un-
der den Kolde Krig.
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Sehested og Willemoes ved 41+ knobs fart. Foto: Orlogsmuseet.

I 1gbet af 2001 vil en kopi af komman-
dobroen fra missiltorpedobiden WIL-
LEMOES blive opstillet pa Orlogsmu-
seel, sa interesserede i Kgbenhavns-
omradet, ogsi her kan fi et godt ind-
tryk af denne klasse af fartgjer.

Som afsluttende bemarkning vil vi
takke Sgvemet, og herunder iser offi-
cerer og bes®ining pa HDMS SEHE-
STED, for den velvilje vi blev modtaget
med, og vi ser fra Orlogsmuseet frem
til et fortsat frugtbart samarbejde.

Litteratur:

Denne artikel er baseret pd den rapport som
Soren Norby og Anders Olsen udarbejdede ef-
ter togtet med Sehested i marts 2000 og pa H.
Garde & H.C. Bjergs "Torpedobdde genmem
100 ar”, Marinehistorisk Selskab, Kpbenhavn
1979.
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Fotograf: Spren Nerby, Anders Olsen og
Frank Petersen, MSPC.
Tak til Konunandpr Niels Borck.

Noter:

Bjerg 1979, 5. 114.

Surface-to-Surface Missile.

3. Willemoes la som reserveskib i Korser.
Havde Rodsteen eller Sehested haft et ha-
vari, der forhindrede deltagelse i pvelsen
ville bescemingen hurtigt have kunnet skifte
til Willemoes.

4. Denne artikel er dog fortsat i dansk nor-

maltid.
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HMS AURORA AND THE BATTLE OF

HELIGOLAND (1864)

Ian Harvie

An observant witness of the fight bet-
ween the Danish and Austrian squa-
drons off Heligoland on 9" May 1864
was the Royal Navy frigate AURORA.
AURORA, commanded by Captain Sir
Leopold McClintock', was despatched
to Heligoland in response to Austro-
Prussian naval movements in the
North Sea. Public sympathy in Britain
lay with Denmark throughout its con-
flict with Austria and the North Ger-
man Confederation. Indeed, the Prime
Minister, Lord Palmerston, and his
Foreign Secretary, Lord John Russell,
strongly favoured some form of armed
intervention on Denmark's behalf but
could carry neither the Cabinet nor, for
that matter, Queen Victoria with them.
Equally importantly, their senior mili-
tary adviser, the Commander-in-Chief
of the Army, HRH the Duke of Cam-
bridge, warned against military invol-
vement given the reduced state of the
army. British impotence on land was
not going to deprive Palmerston of a
typical show of belligerence however.
He told Austria's ambassador in Lon-
don that the passage of Austrian war-
ships through the Channel would be
provocative and that any attempt to en-

ter the Baltic would be opposed by a
more powerful British fleet”.

The arrival of Captain Tegetthoff's
mixed squadron of gunboats and friga-
tes in the Channel hardly went unan-
nounced. On 27" April the Austrian
gunboat SEEHUND got into difficulty
during a storm and was forced to seek
refuge in Ramsgate harbour. In doing
so she contravened the express instruc-
tions of Austria's Foreign Ministry to
avoid British ports at all costs. In the
process she collided with a pier, an ac-
cident sustained whilst under the su-
pervision of an English pilot’. To com-
pound matters, the SEEHUND was then
refused permission to enter a Royal
Dockyard for repairs, being forced to
find a private shipyard instead. This
decision infuriated Austria's Kaiser
who considered it a hostile gesture on
Britain's part. The British ambassador
in Vienna, Lord Bloomfield, explained
that Britain was simply ensuring its
neutrality was not compromised by
making government facilities available
to a belligerent power ™.

87



On 28" April the Admiralty ordered
HMS AURORA to proceed from Sheer-
ness for the Downs, there to awail
further instructions. Commissioned in
1863. AURORA was among the last
wooden screw frigates to enter naval
service. Manned by a crew of 540, her
armament consisted of thirty-five guns
of differing weights and calibres
mounted on her upper deck. A Mauds-
ley engine propelled her at a top speed,
under steam, of just over 10 knots’.
The recent installation of internal
steam pipes in her boilers however
meant that McClintock was obliged to
use his engines sparingly on his jour-
ney down the Thames. Off the Nore
AURORA passed the SEEHUND heading
westwards under steam. The following
day AURORA entered the Downs where
she found the Austrian screw frigates
SCHWARZENBERG and RADETZKY la-
king on coal. Late the following after-
noon they sailed for Texel off the
Dutch coast’.

The morning of Sunday 1™ May saw
the arrival of Rear-Admiral Dacres’
and the Channel squadron, consisting
of the ironclads BLACK PRINCE, WAR-
RIOR, HECTOR and DEFENCE, the woo-
den screw battleship EDGAR, and the
coal-tender TRINCULO. That evening
McClintock went aboard Dacres' flag-
ship, EDGAR, where the Admiral con-
fessed to having no idea as to his squa-
dron's future movements. He ordered
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Portrait of Captain Sir Leopold McClintock
around 1860,

McClintock however to proceed to He-
ligoland, "to find out what the Austri-
an & Danish vessels of war were doing
&c"®. Heligoland had been ceded to
Britain by Denmark at the end of the
Napoleonic wars. Its position, forty
miles off the entrance to the Elbe and
Weser rivers, meant that it commanded
the principal tributaries of German
overseas trade. Both rivers had been
the focus of a Danish blockade since
the outbreak of war in February 1864.
En route McClintock sighted the Au-
strians once more off Texel. He also
heard from the master of a Hull trawler



that a Danish squadron was in the area,
though this proved to be false’. The
ships seen were in fact Tegetthoff's
squadron, now bolstered by the addi-
tion of the Prussian gunboats, BLITZ,
10

BASILISK and PREUSSISCHER ADLER .

At 6.45 p.m. on Thursday 5" May
AURORA anchored off Heligoland. Al-
ready there was the coal tender BLACK
EAGLE, a paddle steamer which left
Woolwich at the same time AURORA

left the Downs. From the Governor of

the island, Lieutenant-Colonel Maxse,
McClintock learnt that Tegetthoff's
squadron was now off the Elbe''. De-
ciding to take a look for himself. he
sailed in the BLACK EAGLE for Cuxha-
ven early the following day, dressed as
a civilian to avoid raising suspicion.
Discreet enquiries made by Mr Dultz,
the British vice-consul in Cuxhaven,
suggested that Tegetthoff would await
the arrival of Admiral Wullersdorff's
main fleet on its way from the Medi-
terranean before proceeding any fur-
ther'”. Both Dultz and McClintock we-
re surprised and alarmed therefore
when late that afternoon the Austrian
ships began getting up steam. Ru-
mours circulated that they were about
to mount a raid on Sylt island, the
largest of the North Friesian islands
which straddled Denmark’s western
seaboard. Hurrying back to Heligo-
land, McClintock weighed anchor in
the AURORA to take up a position ten

miles north of the island, from where
he hoped to keep an eye on any move-
ments the Austrians might make to-
wards Sylt. At daylight on the morning
of Saturday 7" May the Austrian ships
sailed into view heading north. Shortly
after 10 a.m. SCHWARZENBERG began
to close on AURORA apparently believ-
ing her to be Danish. She turned away
only when McClintock hoisted his en-
signs. McClintock shadowed the Au-
strians for the greater part of the day
until they dropped anchor just north of
Sylt late that afternoon. AURORA spent
the night fifteen miles off the Homn
Reef™.

Daylight on Sunday 8" May saw the
smoke of three warships approaching
from the north west. They revealed
themselves as the Danish North Sea
squadron of Captain Edouard Suenson,
consisting of the frigates NIELS JUEL
and JYLLAND accompanied by the cor-
vette HEIMDAL. "They approached pre-
pared for action", McClintock wrote in
his journal, "splinter nettings spread
over quarterdeck & forecastle, board-
ing nettings ready for tieing up, top
screws up, guns in bow & stern
ports""", McClintock hove to ahead of
them and signalled his wish to com-
municate. A lieutenant was then sent
aboard the JYLLAND to enquire whet-
her they had seen the Austrians off
Sylt island. The Danes answered in the
negative. An exchange of information
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Ships of the British Channel Squadron around 1863.

then took place about the movements
of the Austrian ships. At one o’clock
the lieutenant's cutter returned with
news that Suenson hoped to engage
Tegetthoff the following day. The
Danish ships then headed back north
to the last known position of Tegett-
hoff's squadron'.

As the Danes steamed out of view,
BLACK EAGLE approached from the
south with news that Tegetthoff had
returned to the Elbe. McClintock im-
mediately set course for Heligoland ar-
riving shortly after 8 p.m. According
o BLACK EAGLE's captain, Tegetthoff's
sudden departure from Cuxhaven was
prompted by instructions from the Au-
strian Naval Ministry. His intention,
McClintock surmised, was to pass He-
ligoland under cover of darkness so as
to enter the Baltic unobserved. The fu-
neral of a crew member however had
apparently delayed the Austrians' de-
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parture and when they did get under-
way SCHWARZENBERG ran aground
and stuck firm for an hour and a half.
Instead of being well to the north of
Heligoland. and out of sight of it, by
dawn the following day, TegetthotT's
ships were clearly visible when day-
light came on 7" May. From Governor
Maxse McClintock also learnt that the
Prussian paddle steamer, PREUSSIS-
CHER ADLER, had paid a call. Her com-
mander confided to Maxse that "'when
they saw the English frigate watching
them they turned back' giving one the
impression”, McClintock deduced,
"that they intended entering the Baltic
if they could do so unperceived"'.

Monday 9" May dawned bright and
fresh with a strong wind blowing. To
the south Tegetthoff's squadron was
clearly visible steaming north-west-
wards from the Elbe. Equally visible to
the north, and bearing down on them,




were the ships of Suenson's squadron.
Knowing that an encounter was some
hours oft, McClintock went ashore to
confer with the Governor and send a
telegram to the Admiralty. He returned
to AURORA at one o'clock and got un-
derway shortly thereafter. In accor-
dance with naval custom, McClintock
took up station "a gunshot distance" —
about three miles — from the southern
tip of Heligoland in order to demarcate
the limits of British territorial waters.
BLACK EAGLE joined him shortly after-
wards. As the squadrons closed to
within range of each other, McClin-
tock ascended AURORA's mainmast to
get a better view of the action. He de-
scribed what he saw in his journal.

They commenced firing at two o'clock,
the Austrians beginning, and the fight-

ing became general at a distance of

about 1,000 yards.

The port broadsides only of the ships
were engaged, & to avoid being raked,
they kept steaming round in a circle,
the diamf[eter] being some 1,000
vards. The gunboats kept at a greater
distance. Twice they steamed round
their fighting circle, the Danes keeping
together better than the Austrians, but
the smoke from the powder & the fun-
nels was so great that one half of them
were always obscured. The Austrian
Conmnmnodore bore the brunt of the fight
& after an hour & a quarter we saw

him coming out of the smoke with his
foremast on fire. He was followed by
all his squadron, seeking shelter of
British neutrality & followed for a
short time by the Danes. But they very
soon headed off & laid to. The AURO-
RA was lyving to, & the Austrians ran
down & assembled round us then stop-
ped. All their boats with fire engines
were sent to the commodore, to endea-
vour to extinguish the flames. Her F
topmast & F Top burnt through & fell
on the deck, as the vards had previous-
Iy done; the foremast alone remained
standing — a charred stump. She bore
evidence of severe punishment in the
great number of shot holes along her
port side. The RADETSKY had not suf-
fered so much, bur still had suffered a
good deal. The small vessels had not
been rouched.

At the distance of 5 or 6 miles we
could not perceive that the Danes had
suffered any loss. The action was
SJought 8 or 9 miles ESE from Heli-
goland & 5 or 6 from the AURORA "',

A member of AURORA's crew also left
a distant eye-witness account of the ac-
tion.

This morning (May 9), at four bells
a.mn., ships were seen in two opposite
directions, windward and the
other leeward. The one party to wind-
ward turned out to be the three Danes,

one
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and those to windward the two Au-
strians. They sighted each other, and
at once steaimned away towards one
another. At 2 p.m. the Danes were to
windward of the Austrians, and within
gunshot. The Austrians were now sup-
ported by the Prussian gunboats. The
Austrians fired the first shot, but as we
were at the time five miles away [
could not see whether it took effect or
not. Danes formed into a line and gave
three distinct broadsides, one from
each ship. You will understand it was
a nice fine day, and a sharp wind
blowing. The Danes being to wind-
ward had the advantage, as their smo-
ke was all carried away as soon as
macde. The Austrians carried on a very
brisk fire, and were supported by the
three Prussian gunboats, who shelled
away af the Danes in good style. Well,
at it they went, hammer and tongs, for
an hour and a half, the Danes firing
regular broadsides without any seem-
ing advantage, till a quarter to four,
when the Austrian ship SCHWARZEN-
BURG caught fire in her foremast
rigging, and the other was very much
disabled, when they sheered off to-
wards the neutral water of the English
isle of Heligoland, and the Danes fired
away at them till they were in safe wa-
ter, and then steamed away to west-
ward. They are now in sight, watching
the movements of the Austrians and
Prussians, who are now anchored for
the night a few hundred vards off us.
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The foretop and topmast were burnt
clean out of the Austrian ship SCHWAR-
ZENBURG. It is not vet quite put out.
Her bowsprit, jib, and flying jib were
shot away, and, indeed, she is totally
disabled, The number of men killed is
not known, as we are not near enough
to the Danes to find our, and the Au-
strians and Prussians have not vet had
time to muster the live ones; but, from
what can be seen, I should think the
slaughter must be dreadful"".

BLACK EAGLE's captain also noted that
SCHWARZENBERG had "a good list to
port and [was] very much riddled"".
Her shattered condition prompted Mc
Clintock to offer Tegetthoff medical
assistance. "The Commodore sent me
his thanks but declined", McClintock
recorded, adding with incredulity,
"[he] said he wd. be 'all right again in
half an hour'!"*. In the hours that fol-
lowed the battle several Heligolanders
went aboard the Austrian ships and re-
ported what they saw.

They describe the state of confusion as
something bevond belief, all discipline
had vanished, no one obeved, nor
knew where they were going or what
they were going to do. Two seamen
were seen fighting with knives, & one
chasing the other round the deck. The
dead still Iving about the decks, the
fallen spars smouldering on the Fore-
castle & requiring vast efforts to keep



them from bursting into flames again.
The steam pipe shot away & the steam
. . o )
issuing up through the hatchway®'.

Later that evening McClintock tele-

graphed the Admiralty an account of

the action and ordered BLACK EAGLE
to proceed to Hull with his despatch.
Shortly afterwards he in turn received
a telegram in cypher instructing him to
tell the two belligerents that the peace
conference in London had resolved
that an armistice should come into ef-
fect on 12" May™.

Dawn the following day revealed that
the Austrians had slipped away during
the night. McClintock learnt that they
had returned to Cuxhaven with 170
casualties, mainly aboard the SCHWAR-
ZENBERG. From the top of AURORA's
mainmast the Danish ships were just
visible cruising off Fohr island. A
message sent to Governor Maxse by
Suenson reported 53 dead and wound-
ed aboard his ships, and orders from
his government to proceed to Norway.
Subsequently, from Captain Otto
Hammer of the Danish navy, McClin-
tock learnt that Austro-Prussian forces
had planned an amphibious assault on
Sylt island, and that Tegetthoff's
squadron had sailed from Cuxhaven on
the evening of 6" May intent on recon-
noitring the island in advance. Ham-
mer also told him that Suenson's
failure to finish off the Austrians was

due to his reluctance to violate British
territorial waters, which under Danish
law extended four and a half miles
from shore. After landing his injured at
Fohr island, Suenson intended retur-
ning to Heligoland to contest Tegett-
hoff's run for the Elbe. Awaiting him
however were explicit orders from his
government to break off the action. In
the immediate aftermath of the battle
McClintock criticised Suenson for his
timidity: "No one can understand why
the Danes did not follow up their vic-
tory. It seems inexplicable". Captain
Hammer's explanation did nothing to
alter his opinion: "These excuses do
not satisfy my mind", he subsequently
added™.

Did AURORA's presence prevent Suen-
son [inishing off his opponent? Inter-
national law regarding the rights of
belligerents to pursue enemy warships
into neutral waters was by no means
codified at this time. Plenty of prece-
dents existed for its violation, espe-
cially by the Royal Navy. In 1759, for
instance, Admiral Boscawen pursued a
French squadron into the neutral Por-
tuguese waters of Lagos Bay, enabling
him to capture and destroy several
enemy ships. And in 1940 HMS COS-
SACK flouted Norwegian neutrality to
rescue British POWs from the German
supply ship ALTMARK in Jossingfjord.
A nation's right to have its neutrality
respected depended in effect on its abi-
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lity to enforce that neutrality. Many in
Britain would have welcomed the de-
struction of the Austrian squadron,
though whether at the expense of ha-
ving territorial waters violated is a
matter for conjecture. Britain was
especially sensitive to neutrality issues
at this time following a dispute with
the United States in 1861 over the for-
cible seizure of Confederate officials
aboard the British ship TRENT when on
the high seas. Palmerston threatened
war with the North until Lincoln's go-
vern-ment released the detainees and
duly apologised. A strongly worded
protest would certainly have accom-
panied a Danish incursion into British
waters, but popular sympathy for the
Danish cause, and Palmerston's belli-
cose rhetoric on their behalf, effective-
ly prohibited more robust action. Mc
Clintock's criticism of Suenson for
breaking off the action throws doubt
on his own willingness to intercede in
any such violation.

In the days following the battle reports
appeared in the German and Austrian
press accusing AURORA of having
hampered the movements of Tegett-
hoff's ships, and even luring them into
a 'cul de sac' to the advantage of Su-
enson's squadron. The reports were ta-
ken sufficiently seriously by Austria's
Foreign Minister, Count Rechburg, for
him to raise the matter with Britain's
ambassador in Vienna, Lord Bloom-
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field™. The reports were soon shown
to be without foundation however. Te-
getthoff's despatch made no mention
of AURORA, let alone any obstructive
manoeuvrings on her part, whilst Su-
enson’s despatch noted that "during
the entire engagement the English
frigate AURORA was riding at anchor
.."?. Nevertheless. in other ways,
AURORA clearly played a significant
part in the battle, as well as in the days
leading up to it. Tegetthoff's move-
ments from the Elbe were in some
measure inhibited by AURORA's pre-
sence, and the constant reminder she
posed of Palmerston’s threat to oppose
any Austrian move into the Baltic. Du-
ring the battle itself AURORA helped
persuade Tegetthoff to seek sanctuary
in neutral waters, in the apparently
confident belief that she would afford
active protection to his crippled ships.
For Suenson, despite what must have
been a very great temptation, AURORA
served to discourage him from taking
liberties with British territorial waters
in order to finish off Tegetthoff's squa-
dron.

Without firing a shot herself, HMS AU-
RORA exercised a shadowy influence
on the battle and on the decision mak-
ing of the two commanders.
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fate of Sir John Franklin's North-West
Passage expedition in 1859. Appointed
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bombardment of Sebastopol. Appointed
Commander-in-Chiel Channel Squadron
in April 1863. Subsequently First Naval
Lord (1868-1872).
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McClintock Journal, 4" May 1864, NMM
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Tegetthofl was dismissive of the lighting
value of these vessels, describing them as
“insignificant little ships, hardly bigger
than our Lake Garda boats”. Quoted in
Lawrence Sondhaus, Preparing for Weli-
politik, Annapolis USA: 1997, p 74.
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FORNEM GAVE TIL ORLOGSMUSEET

Jakob Seerup

En septemberdag i 1942 sejlede kystbevogtningsfartgjet K1 ud pa en rutine-
meessig patrulje i Sundet. Danmark var besat, men Fladen fortsatte sit virke
om end i meget begrenset omfang. De danske fartgjer var da heller ikke sar-
ligt ivrige i jagten efter flygtende danske j@der og modstandsfolk. Dog fort-
satte hverdagen alligevel pa sin egen sk®ve made.

B
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Billede taget under 2. Verdenskrig af kystbevogmingsfartojet K1 bvgget i 1918. overtaget af
Marinen i 1939, udgaer i 1954. Mon ikke det er et af de flag, der ses pa billedet, som Orlogs-
mutseet nu har faet? Foto: K.N. Bang.

I den fase af krigen var det almindeligt, at allierede fly kastede miner i dansk

farvand for at chikanere den tyske trafik. Det var en sadan engelsk mine, som
K1 pludselig stgdte pa den 19. september 1942. Det lille fartgj sank som en
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Det  plettede og  slidre
flag fra K1 har faer pdsy-
et nye snipper og er for-
kert proportioneret, men
er ikke desto mindre et
steerk udsagn fra den om-
tumlede besattelsestid.
Orlogsmuseet.

sten. Heldigvis omkom ingen ved ulykken — udover en mangde torsk, der
var blevet bedgvet ved eksplosionen. De blev indfisket ved hindkraft af mo-
torpasseren, fiskeskipper Rasmussen, og blev forteret de fplgende dage.

Begivenhed er ikke s®rlig kendt i dansk spkrigshistorie, men fortjener allige-
vel opmarksomhed. Det var nemlig fgrste gang siden 1864, at et dansk or-
logsfartgj blev s@nket i en krigsmassig handling. Skaden var dog ikke verre,
end at skibet kunne heves efter et par uger og swettes i stand. Fgreren af K1
hin septemberdag 1 Sundet var den senere kommandgrkaptajn Kaj Nolsge
Bang. Han deltog ogsi i bjergningen af skibet, og ved den lejlighed tog han
K1's godt slidte og olieplettede orlogsflag med hjem og beholdt det som min-
de. Kaj Nolsge Bang er nu pensioneret og bor i Arsdale pia Bornholm. Sam-
men med andre spendende effekter og billeder, har Orlogsmuseet nu modta-
get flaget med den spzndende historie som gave. Det er meningen, at flaget
skal indga i den permanente udstilling, hvor man vil kunne se det sammen
med andre minder om 2. Verdenskrig.

Litteratur:

Kaj Nolsge Bang: Styrmand til orlogs. Marinen under krigen.
Chr. Erichsens Forlag, Kgbenhavn. 1977.
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OM DEN DELVISE REKONSTRUKTION AF
FLAADENS HISTORISKE MODELSAMLING

Peter Lomholt Maack

Fregatten Bornholm. Model af Peter Lomholt Maack. Modellen er en af de efterhanden mange,
som Modelbyggerlaugert har rilfort Orlogsmuseet.

Nasten lige siden Chr. IV's Tid var det
Kutyme i den danske Flaade, at man
for Bygning af praktisk taget ethvert
Orlogsfartgj udferdigede en Model af
det paage®ldende Skib. - Dette gav os
en enestaaende Modelsamling, der vi-

ste Kontinuiteten i Flaadens Udvikling
saavel som Udviklingen over et Par
hundrede Aar af de forskellige Skibs-
typer. - Desverre har denne Model-
samling igennem Tiderne lidt ubodelig
Skade, dels ved Ildebrande, dels ved
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vore Fjenders Hergen.

Efter de engelske Overfald paa Dan-
mark i Begyndelsen af 1800-Tallet,
bemaxgtigede engelske Skibschefer sig
et stort Antal ®ldre Modeller, som de
bragte hjem som Trofeer og Krigs-
bytte. Det er trods intensive Efter-
forskninger fra Orlogsmuseets Side ik-
ke lykkedes at opspore nogen af disse
Modeller. Men derudover forelaa der
fra det engelske Admiralitet udtrykke-
lige Instrukser om at bringe Modeller
af samtlige Skibe fremstillet efter 1770
til niermere Undersggelse i England,
idet man formodede, at Modellerne
kunne vise konstruktionsmassige De-
tailler af krigsvigtig betydning. Samt-
lige disse Modeller er naturligvis gaaet
til Grunde efier denne "Undersggelse”.
- Derfor findes i Modelsamlingen ne-
sten ingen samtidige Modeller af Fa-
brikmesterne Henrik Gerner, Ernst
Wilhelm Stibolt og Frans Hohlenberg.
- Det drejer sig altsaa om en historisk
Virkelighed, der er gaaet tabt for os
Danskere, og det maa vel nasten -
navnlig i disse Tider - betegnes som en
simpel Pligt at forsgge at genskabe
den! - En fuldstendig Rekonstruktion
vil naturligvis viere en ren Utopi, rent
bortset fra, at en saadan formentlig
alene af Pladshensyn ikke ville vere
onskverdig. - Derimod ligger det in-
denfor Mulighedernes Grense. hvis
man ad Aare kunne fremvise en Model
af hver Skibstype og af hver af de tre
ovennavnte Fabrikmestres Konstruk-
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Detaillefoto. Fregatten Bornholm.

tioner. Til en Begyndelse blev der ud-
ferdiget en Model af Henrik Gerners
Fregat "Bornholm", som blev over-
draget Museet i Februar 1998.

Neeste Trin i Projektet er en Model i
Maalestok 1:36 af Frans Hohlenbergs
30-Kanoners Fregat "Hvide @m" fra
1798. Arbejdet paa Modellen gik
igang i Juli og forventes afsluttet om
ca. 2 Aar.



MEDDELELSER FRA
ORLOGSMUSEETS MODELBYGGERLAUG

Laugets egen montre

I Modelbyggerlaugets montre pi Orlogsmuseet vises frem til slutningen af september ud-
stillingen "Jagten pa Bismarck". Derefter optages montren af sejlskibsmodeller. Det er
dels en fregat fra Napoleonskrigenes tid bygget af Finn Knudsen, hvor der foruden mo-
dellen vises byggeprincipper, detaljer, fittings, veerktgj m.m., dels er det fartgjer fra Store
Nordiske Krig, fregatten RAA og skytsskibet HI/ELPEREN, samt en kanonjolle fra 1807
bygget af Ole Bang. Udstillingen arrangeres af Finn Knudsen.

Vort hib er at kunne skifte udstillinger i montren hvert halve dr, og det er jo altid model-
byggernes egne modeller som vises. Har du en eller flere modeller du kunne tenke dig
at vise i udstillingsmontren kan du kontakte Per Jessen pa telefon 45 81 69 15.

Hvor kgber jeg hvad?

Efter udsendelsen af modelbyggerhindbogen har vi fiet flere henvendelser angdende nye
emner som kunne medtages i et kommende supplement til bogen. Et af de stadig til-
bagevendende sporgsmal er "hvor kan de ting, I omtaler, si kebes?", vi vil derfor pa et
tidspunkt udarbejde en leverandprliste.

Her er imidlertid en leverandgr, som vi kan anbefale. Bygger du sejlskibe skal du bruge
tovveerk, noget af dette kan du kgbe i frerdige tykkelser og farver, andet ma du selv sli.
I modelbyggerhindbogen omtales polyestertrid af merket AMANN-SERALON og
SERAFIL, denne trad i forskellige brune nuancer kan kebes hos firmaet LEIF JENSEN
& Co Symaskiner aps., Frederiksborgvej 45 - 3200 Helsinge, tlf. 48 79 64 00. Firmaet
sender gerne den eénskede trid mod forudgaende betaling.

Modelskibe til en udstilling

Som omtalt i sidste nummer af Marinehistorisk Tidsskrift arrangerer Bronshgj Museum
en udstilling med titlen "Dansk samfardsel fgr broerne, illustreret gennem legetgj". Lau-
gets medlemmer opfordres til at hjzlpe Bronshpj Museum med modeller af skibe, som
kan illustrere samferdsel og transport i perioden 1900 til 1960. Der kan viere tale om
modeller i bly, blik, plastic eller tre, og skibstyper som ferger, fragtskibe, passagerskibe,
ishrydere samt meget mere. Kan du hj®lpe Brpnshgj Museum i perioden 1. til 31, okto-
ber i dr bedes du ringe til Per Jessen pa telefon 45 81 69 15.

Tirsdagstraf

Har du lyst til at snakke modeller, fi gode rid, lere at tegne skibstekniske tegninger elle
fa hjeelp til at komme igang med et projekt si mpd op pia Orlogsmuseet en tirsdag aften
mellem klokken 19.00 og 21.30. Vi starter tirsdag den 2. oktober og mgdes sidste gang
i denne s@son tirsdag den 30. april 2002.
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Et middelspant til en kanonchalup

Middelspantet, i fuld skala, til
en kanonchalup fra 1807 er nu
endelig afleveret og opstillet
pd museet. Det er placeret i
samme lokale som andre mo-
deller og effekter fra perioden
omkring  Englandskrigene.
Selv om sektionen kun udggr
20 cm af dei*i alt over 20 m
lange fartgj, virker det impo-
nerende med sin bredde pa
4,50 m og sin hgjde pd 2 m.
Med sine sviere dimensioner i
ege- og lierketrie kan man fo-
restille sig den rokraft der
skulle til for at drive det 40
tons tunge fartgj armeret med
2 stk. 24 pundige kanoner gennem vandet med op til 7 knobs fart. For yderligere at illu-
strere chaluppernes stgrrelse gnsker museet sig en af de 30 nzsten 8 m lange drer, som
hver krievede 2 mands betjening.

Projektet har veeret under vejs i flere ar. da mange problemer viste sig blandt andet med
fremskaffelse, lagring og opskaring af tree i de store dimensioner, der var ngdvendige.
Det kan blot nzvnes, at kplen har en bredde pi 16 cm og en hgjde pa 28 cm. Middel-
spantet er udfgrt af Per Jessen og Frank Ebbe fra Modelbyggerlauget med assistance fra
skibstgmrer Peter Bauder.

Formanden

Holmen 1968

Siden sidst er byggegruppen
kommet et stort skridt vide-
re, idet gruppen i Igbet af ju-
li mined har opstillet den
forelpbige montre og model-
platform i den del af museet,
der skal rumme museets nye
udstilling om fladen efter
anden verdenskrig og tiden
under den kolde krig. Arbej-
det er vellykket og der stdr
nu en montre og en platform
pa 3,0 x 2,5 meter, hvor




byggepladeperne af Dokgen og Frederiksholm med alle de huse, der indtil nu er ferdige,
er opstillet. Til orientering for giesterne, er der placeret et luftfoto af Holmen fra omkring
1970, ligesom der ligger tegninger sammen med en oplysende tekst om projektet og dets
baggrund.

Neste skridt bliver montering af bolvierker og markering af veje, stier og overflader pa
gerne, hvortil kommer trieer og buske. Udgangspunktet er stadig en januar/februar-dag
uden blade pa treerne og med let rimfrost pa tage og overflader. Med hensyn til figurer,
cykler og biler er gruppen nu si langt fremme, at mange af bilerne er malet og klar til op-
stilling.

Som en ekstra krglle pa det hele, har der veeret bespg af 3 tv-stationer med hver deres
version af projektet, hvortil kommer avis- og bladomtale, hvilket har givet opmerksom-
hed og reklame langt ud over hvad byggegruppen havde forestillet sig. Opstillingen af
montre og arbejdsplads i museets udstilling har givet et fast holdepunkt for arbejdet,
hvortil der allerede er giet mange spendende timer hjemme hos de fleste af byggegrup-
pens medlemmer. Med opstillingen pa museet, bliver der mulighed for lejlighedsvis at
arbejde med projektet i museets dbningstid, selvom selve fremstillingen af de ofte meget
komplicerede bygninger fortsat vil foregi hjemme i "lgnkammeret”.

Ved starten af laugets tirsdagsaftener omkring 1. oktober vil gruppen begynde at se pi
tegningsmateriale til de mange skibe, der skal ligge langs kajanleggene og i dokkene,
og som med en ensartet detaljeringsgrad skal omszttes il stgrrelsesforhold 1:250 og i
pvrigt settes i arbejde i lpbet af vinteren 2001/2002.

Poul Beck
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FRA ORLOGSMUSEETS BILLEDARKIV...

Det afbildede skib i forrige nummer er iflg. museets oplysninger skruekanonbiden/op-
milingsskibet MARSTRAND, bygget 1861 pi B&W, udgaet 1937. Skibet ses liggende
for anker ved Langelinie.

Den heldige vinder blev Kjeld Sgderlund, Mariehgj Allé 41, 2970 Hgrsholm, som har
modtaget sin priemie.

Vi fortseetter med skibsportrietterne og vil gerne have oplyst, hvad det er for et skib, der
er afbildet. Fotografiet er fra perioden 1916-19, og er taget ud for Assens. Svar til Or-
logsmuseet senest 1. oktober 2001.





